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In the Beginning
Date
1995

Primary Maker
Al H. Qöyawayma

Medium
Terracotta

Description
The mystery and timeless beginnings of the Hopi are represented 
by the impression of the ammonite fossil in this vessel and the 
"spiral outward to our dwelling place given to us by the Creator." 
The ammonite fossil used was purchased by the artist at Lake 
Louise in Canada. The artist has indicated that "the concept of this 
piece is a "timelessness," using the ammonite's logarithmic or 
Fibonacci spiral circles outward to encompass the hint of our early 
origins in the prehistoric structures. The doorway is a marker of 
our entrance and exits from experiences in life. The form and 
shape of the piece is to project peace and the serene nature of the 
Southwest. There is a delicate balancing of the piece to add a 
graceful nature to the profile."

Dimensions
Overall: 4 3/8 × 6 1/4 × 10 3/16 in. (11.1 × 15.9 × 25.9 cm)


