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Flamboyant Jumper for Dino

Date
2023

Primary Maker
Ozioma Onuzulike

Medium
Earthenware and stoneware clays, ash glazes, recycled glasses
and copper wire with 4,770 ceramic palm kernel shell beads

Description

Flamboyant Jumper for Dino was inspired by the Nigerian
politician Dino Melaye (b. 1974), a popular ex-senator who
challenged the Independent National Electoral Commission
(INEC) over the collection of votes during Nigeria’s 2019
presidential election. A controversial figure, Melaye is also known
for his love of designer clothes and luxury cars. This garment-like
work features 4,770 ceramic palm kernel-shell beads linked by
copper wire. The palm is used for many purposes in Nigeria,
including making oil and wine. However, the artist Ozioma
Onuzulike is also referencing the history of colonialism and the
slave trade through his use of ceramic palm kernel-shell forms.
His utilization of beads has a similarly multifaceted meaning:
popular signifiers of wealth and social status, they adorn the
ceremonial objects of Nigerian kings, and were used as currency
during the slave trade. Flamboyant Jumper for Dino is part of Onuzulike’s Bead series, which highlights the persistent
imbalance in political and socioeconomic relations between Africa and the West. A graduate of the prestigious Nsukka
School in southeastern Nigeria, the artist is now director of the university’s Institute of African Studies.

Dimensions
Overall: 70 x 50 x 12 in. (177.8 x 127 x 30.5 cm)
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