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Tubulcain o I'arte di lavorare | Metalli
(Tubulcain or The Art of Metalworking)

Date
1875-1900

Primary Maker
Giotto di Bondone

Medium
Albumen print

Description

Photograph of a relief from the west side of the Campanile:
Tubalcain (lower register), 1334-37. This relief is one of the seven
'discoverers of the crafts' in the lower register of the socle of the
Campanile, of which four are on the west side. Tubalcain is
mentioned in the Bible, in Genesis 4:22, as the first blacksmith. He
is stated as the "forger of all instruments of bronze and iron". A
descendant of Cain, he was the son of Lamech and Zillah.
Tubalcain was the brother of Naamah and half-brother of Jabal
and Jubal. The relief represents a smithy scene with a man
clothed in a long garment with a leather apron covering his lap to
protect him from sparks. With a pair of tongs he holds the piece he
is working on over the forge, which is fanned by the bellows
behind him. Although the scene is contemporary, the man does
not have the appearance of a contemporary smith. His hair and beard, influenced by models from antiquity, are in effect
identifying attributes that place him in the dim past of ancient Greek or biblical myths of humanity's beginnings. He is
Tubal Cain, the biblical metalworker descended from Cain to whom was attributed the invention of metalworker's craft
(Source: https://www.wga.hu/html_m/p/pisanol/andrea/2campani/l_west/west_lo6.html, accessed 6/20/2023).
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Dimensions
Overall: 93/4 x 7 1/2 in. (24.8 x 19.1 cm)
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